Alberta Newsprint Company
EnviroVista Progress Report

March 2009

As part of the EnviroVist&€ hampion status, the Alberta Newsprint Company (ANC) has
committed to reporting on and making public the progreade and planned as per our
EnviroVista Champn Commitments under the Champion Level Stewardship Agreement
dated June'®, 2008.

The following is progress on the EnviroVista Champion Commitments as per Schedule
of the Stewardship Agreement (attached).

(@)
(M

(ii)

ANC continues to participate in tigberta Pulp and Paper Working
Group with most activities focus in the Water Quality Sisimmittee.

This suscommittee is currently involved in a dissolved oxygen research
project with the participation of the University of Alberta, Alberta
Environment ad NSERC.

In 200A2008 ANC provided the Alberta Forest Products Association
(AFPA) with representation on the Alberta Water Coun8hared
Governance & Watershed Planning Framework Project Tektma.Water
Council published

September 2008.

ANC is also providing representatit;mthe AFPA orthe development of
the Athabasca Watershed Planning And Advisory Council Initiators
Group. This group has been meeting since January 2009.


http://www.albertawatercouncil.ca/Portals/0/pdfs/SG%20Final%20Report%2009-01-28.pdf
http://www.albertawatercouncil.ca/Portals/0/pdfs/SG%20Final%20Report%2009-01-28.pdf

(i)  Local Community Support

In 2008, ANC allocated $10,008dnations/advertising/merchand)sewaids the
following local initiatives and noprofit organizations:

Donations

Al berta Fire Chief s AWa,itecourtaddlldylah Club

Bicycles for Humanity Whitecourt Blue Dolphins

Whitecourt Search and Rescue Bob Deathridge Memorial Hockey Tawament
Wellspring Family Resource and Crisis Center  Kidsport

Mayerthorpe 4 Mayerthorpe Area Community Foundation
Quest Theatre Camp He Ho Ha

Al zhei mer és Society Kidsport CanadaKidsport Alberta Chapter
Canadian Cancer Society Hilltop High School COOL Program

The Weekend to End Breast Cancer Whitecourt & District Playschool

Walk to Remember Mayerthorpe COOL Camp

University of Alberta Hospital Foundation Swan Hills Nursery School

NABIS Whitecourt Central School

Percy BaxterIinstructional Technology Hilltop High Humanitarian Society
Advertising

Alberta Native News Enviro Kids Guide

Community Safety Neffire safety) Drug Facts

Elementary Safety Book for Children Native Journal

Community Drug Alert SOS Ch i Safdty Magdzise

Teenage Survival Handbook The Hospital Activity Book for Children
Whitecourt Star (Christmas Songbook) Whitecourt Star (Fire Prevention Week)
Whitecourt Stai Grad Book Whitecourt Taekwondo

Merchandise

Whitecourt Fish & Game RCMP (Anthony Gordon Golf Classic)
Curves Bomb Weekend (Breast Cancer Researclgt . Josephds Christmas Dinner

ANC is strongly commied to the support obcal organizations, antb the reduction and
minimization of waste. ANC has been able to combine both these efforts by
collecting/recycling beverage containers and donating all the praceed808, ANC collected
and distributed $1,072.a6 the following organizations:

Boys & Girls Club
W hitecourt Veterinary Clinic
Whitecourt Petroleum Associatio n (Breakfast with the Guys)



(v)

A. ANC continues to be an active member of the Whitecourt Chamber of
Commerce.

B. ANC continues as a regular participant of the Regional Forestry Advisory
Committee.

C. ANC continues to support a mutual aid agreement ipucation with the
Town of Whitecourt.

(b)
(i ANC is currently certified under the AFPA Forest Care Program. ANC
will be having an external audit to retain this certification in December 2009.

(©

(i) ANC was one of the developing partners in the creation d$tdiedards
and Guidelines for the Land Application of Mechanical Pulp Mill Sludge to Agricultural
LandFebruary 1999. OANC is
committed to ensuring that all sludge is land applied in an environmentally sound
manner.

(i) ANC attempts to Bsure compliance of landowners utilizing the sludge by
having the landowner complete a Sludge User Package. Information required in the
package also includes confirmation of the landowner that they have read and understood
the proper use of the materialégonformance with th8tandards and Guidelines for the
Land Application of Mechanical Pulp Mill Sludge to Agricultural Lafpebruary 1999.

(i)

A. ANC continues to conduct research with the Alberta
Research Council and other mechanical nidisuses in
well site reclamation and remediation. ANC currently has a
field project with ARC and Suncor at a well lease to
measure hydrocarbon degradation using the sludge. This
project is expected to be completed in April 2010.

B. ANC continues to explore the econorfgéasibility of
compost production. Compost piles continue to be built and
maintained on the old landfill at the ANC plant site. It is
the goal of ANC to produce compost using sludge for the
commercial market.


http://www.albertaforestproducts.ca/industry/forestcare.aspx
http://environment.gov.ab.ca/info/library/7267.pdf

C. Odourfrom the sludge is best controlled etlandowner
immediately incorporating the sludge after spreading. ANC
encourages landowners in this practice.

D. Moisture content of the sludge has a great impact on hauling
costs. ANC has solicited the support of PAPRICAN,
suppliers and consultants tiod methods of decreasing the
moisture content of the sludge.

(d)

() ANC continues to explore methods of improving all aspects of the mills
operation. In 2008 ANC conducted trials to improve the operation of the effluent
system using less energy. Adtigh the results of this trial were less then
favourable, valuable information was learned. In 2@9&rgy reduction projects

on the effluent system will be trialed again.

(i) As part of ongoing research into the apparent increase in phenols in the
final effluent, ANC compared phenol residuals to the moisture content and
species of wood coming into the mill.

Possible Reasons for Increase in Phenol Discharge
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No correlation of this analysis was found. In 2088C will be investigating the impact
of organic acid formation in the effluent system du¢he degradation of organic
material on phenol concentrations.



€)

(i) ANC is currently in the process of updating the Best Management
Practices Plan (BMP) to include items Ato J by May 1, 2009.

(iv)  The updated BMP will be implemented as authorized in writinthby
Director.

v) Annual reviews of the BMP will be conducted.

(vi)  Adraft Green Procurement Plan has been developed. Further review of
this plan will be required before implementation.

(vii)  Areview of the storage and handling practices for chemicals used in the
mill will be conducted in 2009.

(viii)  In December 2008viarshall Environmental Training and Consulting
Group, Inc(METC) was brought onsit® provideoperationabctivated
sludge trainingfor ANC employees. This one and half day course was an
excellent introductio forA N C desver employees and a great refresher
coursefor our moreexperienced employees.

(iX) Also attending the METC training courseereseveral members tiie
Alberta Environmenstaff. On February 23, 2009 ANC invited tRdberta
Minister of Environmat for a tour and information session on mill
operation and environmental performance. Other participants in
attendance includethe Alberta Environment Director of Central Region,
MLA for Whitecourt Ste. Anne, Mayor of Woodlands County, and a
member ofhe Whitecourt TownCouncil. t i s ANCO6s hope
Environment will participate in the December 2@&ernal ForestCare
audit as an observer.

ANC strives to reduce emission levels and achieve our 2009 internal
performance targets for BOD, $SWater Usage, Sewer Loss, and
PhosphorousThe following graphs depict these internal performance targets
and display both our past and present performance achievements regarding
these parameters.

t hat
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As part of our commitment to continuous improvent, ANC will continue
exploring new methods for improving mill operation and efficiency. In Dec 2008
through Jan 2009, trials were initiated to maintain the operation of the effluent
system while utilizing less energiowever, a riséo incoming wood raisture
resulted in an increased amount of BOD being deposited into the system. This
increase of BOD loading required a boost in energy requirements for the effluent
system rather than a decrease. This resulted in a small upset within the system. As
a reslt, many of the energy saving actions taken in late 2008 were reversed in
January 2009Although the results of this trial were less then favorable, valuable
information was gained. In 2009, energy reduction projects on the effluent
system will be trialecgain.

Q)] ANCOG s external we b silbettas 101S lnocated
Included on this web site is information regarding the environmental program and
activities at ANC.

()  This progress reporufills this commitment.

For further information please contact ANC at780-7787000 or visit us at


http://www.albertanewsprint.com/
http://www.albertanewsprint.com/

Schedule A - EnviroVista Champion Commitments

ANC commits to meeting the following EnviroVista Commitments:

(a)

(b)

The following, at a minimum, with respect to public invalvement and consultation:

(i)

(if)

(i)

(iv)

Participating as a stakeholder in the Alberta Pulp and Paper Working Group.
Participation means but is not limited to: providing financial support, in-kind
support, scientific guidance, and general input to Alberta Envirenment in
cooperation with other pulp mills in Alberta,

Participation in Alberta Water for Life activities where applicable including
participation in Athabasca Watershed Planning and Advisory Council;

Support the Jocal community through donations or in-kind support of local
initiatives or non-profit organizations; and

Continuing to be an active member of:
A.  Whitecourt Chamber of Commerce;

B. Regional Forestry Advisory Committee; and
C. Mutual Aid Agreement with the Town of Whitecourt;

Maintain an Environmental Management System that is recognized by Alberta
Environment:

(i)
(ii)

Certification in the Alberta Forest Products Association ForestCare Program; or

An equivalent recognized Environmental Management System;

The following, at a minimum, with respect to the land application of pulp mill sludge:

(i)

(i)

(iii)

For agricultural land, ensure that the land application of pulp mill sludge is in
accordance with the Standards and Guidetines for Land Application of
Mechanical Pulp Mill Siudge to Agricultural Land, AENV, February 1999, as
amended,

Ensure that the land owners comply with the standards and guidelines under
subclause (c)(i) above, to prevent any negative environmental impacts; and

Continuous research on pulp mill sludge including, but not limited to:

Landspreading on non-agricultural land,
Alternative uses;

Odour control; and

Moisture content;

cow»

Stewardship Agreement
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